
ness ^retracing my steps if onlv 
servy as a guide to my children to 
stc/r a course by or more important- 
lyTo avoid one.” 

' But the star will not bc/(he only 
one looking back on thecmirse of his 
life. In June, the film cntic Richgrd 
Schickel is publishi/g his study, 
Brando , for Athen/um, which Lee 
Goemer says "vtfill consider the 
films and the life/ although it doesn’t 
purport to be/a tell-all.” In early 
1992, Morroywill take delivery of an 
as-yet-untitfed biography by Peter 
Manso, Vno has written about 
Brando's/recent travails for Evans’s 
wife Tjna Brown in Vanity Fair. 
England dismisses Manso thus: “He 
is the latest ip a long line of faceless 
unauthorized biographers. There is 
othing like the real voice.” But will 
that voice speak up when the 
comes to publicize the memoir?, 

One publisher with n seriods in- 
terest withdrew from contortion in 
part because "Brando refused to do 
any national TV shower publicity, 
which is crucial to selHng a book like 
this.” Englund wjfl only remark, 
"Mr. Brando htyr traditionally not 
made personaLf/ppenrnnces in asso- 
ciation with His films, and whether 
he will for tne book is not for me to 
say.” Hstrry Evans comments, 
"There la some contractual publicity 
but I yon’t specify its exact nature.” 
last word, perhnps, 
rest with the reclusive, largcr-tl 
lilt* actor himself. He says, "I ipfcnd 
to disclose all of my life amLfrne peo- 
ple in it from my earliest ufemory of 
playing in my moonlit bed with the 
naked body of my sloping beloved 
Ermi to this present scribbling in 
my bed of another day.” What that 
scribbling shpuld amount to, we 
shall find opt in due course; but to 
avoid encouraging too much over- 
hented ^speculation, it is well to re- 
mendrijr that the naked body in 
question belonged to none other 
Ij/hn Brando’s nnnny. 



|_ x Sons and Daughters of 
Third Reich Leaders Find 
Voice in New Book 

When author Gerald Posner ap- 
proached Random House executive 
editor Bob Loomis with the idea of 
interviewing the grown children of 
the most powerful Nazi leaders, 
Loomis thought it was a splendid 
but impossible idea: "First of all, no 
one had ever been able to find them. 



And if these children hadn’t yet 
talked, why would they now?” 

Two years later, after six extend- 
ed trips to Germany and untold 
hours of labor and luck, Posner 
turned in Hitler'* Children: Sons 
ami Daughter * of Leaders of the 
Third ftcich Talk /{bout Their Fa- 
thers and Themselves ($21), to be 
published on May 13 with a 20,000- 
copy first printing. 

Random had been committed but 
cautious. "We made an arrangement 
that allowed us to see if Gerald could 
possibly carry it off— and he did,” 
Loomis says. “The people he got to 
are amazing. And, for the first time, 
they speak under their fathers’ real 
names.” 

Gdring. Hess. Mengele. Donitz. 
What is it like to be the children of 
men whose names evoke the dark- 
est crimes of humankind? For pub- 
licist Kent Holland, Hitler's Chil- 
dren asks a different question: 
"What are Germans whose fathers 
were the architects of Nazism do- 
ing today with this horrible lega- 
cy?” 

Posner's journey to this subject 
was atypical. He’s half-Jewish, half- 
Catholic, and attended Catholic 
schools as a child. There were no per- 
sonal reasons for what he calls his 
"obsession.” No one in his family 
was killed in the Holocaust, nor was 
anyone a survivor of the camps. But 
os n young lawyer, he wns ap- 
proached by a friend to take on the 
case of a survivor of Mengele’s medi- 
cal experiments who wanted to sue 
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the Mengele family and the German 
government. 

“The lawsuit went nowhere,” 
Posner recalls. "We couldn’t prove 
that the Mengele family had links to 
the fugitive, and we couldn’t sue a 
foreign government in a U.S. court. 
But Argentina let me into their Fed- 
eral Police Archives, and I had ac- 
cess to Paraguay’s Interpol file. I 
got hooked.” J 

The result was Mengele: The Com- 
plete Story (Dell), published^in I98fi 
and critically acclaimed as the defin- 
itive biography of the “Angel of 
Death.” Posner gave 20% of the 
book’s American proceeds to Mark 
Berkowitz, the survivor who had in- 
spired his exploration. 

The idea fqr Hitter's Children be- 
gan to germinate in 19H5, when the 
then 30-year-old Posner was invited, 
along with four internationally rec- 
ognized historians, to validate for 
the German magazine Bunte the 
5000 pages of diaries and letters that 
Mengcle's son, Rolf, had finally de- 
cided to make public after his fa- 
ther's death was conclusively prov- 
en. 

It was Posner's first encounter 
with the child of a Nazi murderer. 
As he writes in the introduction to 
Hitlers jChlldren. "The conversa- 
tions that June (with Rolf Mengele! 
spnrked my curiosity about whether 
other children of prominent Nnzis 
felt the same as Mengele’s son"— a 
complex range of emotions from con- 
demnation to family loyalty. 

Many of Posner's 10 subjects have 
lived all their lives in n state of deni- 
al to one degree or another, a state 
captured by Edda Goring's com- 
ment: “I actually expect that almost 
everybody has a favorable opinion of 
my father, except maybe in Ameri- 
ca.” Some of the children had no op- 
portunity to confront their Nazi fa- 
thers, who died as war criminals 
condemned by the Allies. Others 
chose silence even in the fnce of sure 
knowledge. But a few faced the 
truth about their unsought legacies. 

One of the most moving stories is 
that of Dagmar Drexel, the only 
child in the book who knew nothing 
of her father’s Nazi past until adult- 
hood. Her father. Max Drexel. who 
served in an exemplary manner in 
the murderous Einsatzgruppen D — 
charged with the massive liquida- 
tion of Jews and other civilians on 
the Eastern FronU-is still alive; 
daughter and father are now com- 
pletely estranged. 

But Posner says, "The most star- 
tling incident happened when I was 
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ness ofTetracing my steps if only 
servy i ns n guide to my child rep to 
stci^r n course by or more important- 
\yto avoid one.” 

' But the star will not bc/lhe only 
one looking back on the cmirse of his 
life. In June, the filmyitic Richard 
Schickel is publishing his study, 
Brando . for Athen/um, which Lee 
Goemer says "Will consider the 
films and the lifof although it doesn’t 
purport to be/a tcll-all." In early 
1992, MoriWwill take delivery of nn 
as-yct-untitfed biography by Peter 
Mnnso, yfio has written about 
IJrandoyrccent travails for Evans’s 
wife T^na Hrown in Vanity Fair. 
England dismisses Mnnso thus: "He 
is the latest ip a long line of faceless 
unauthorized biographers. There is 
nothing like the real voice." Hut wiH 
that voice speak up when the 
comes to publicize the memoir?, 

One publisher with a seriWs in 
tercst withdrew from contention in 
part because "Brando reposed to do 
any national TV showier publicity, 
which is crucial to scimig a book like 
this." England wjfl only remark, 
"Mr. Brando hmr traditionally not 
made personnMppearances in asso- 
ciation with Vns films, and whether 
he will for Vno book is not for me to 
say.” I wry Evans comments, 
"There Ja sonic contractual publicity 
but 1 won’t specify its exact nature.” 
The Inst word, perhaps, 
rest with the reclusive, Inrgcr-tt 
life actor himself. He says, "I intend 
to disclose all of my life nnd^nc peo- 
pie in it from my earliest ufemory of 
playing in my moonlit bed with the 
nnked body of my sleeping beloved 
Krmi to this present scribbling in 
my bed of nnoth<fr day." What that 
scribbling should amount to, we 
shall find oyi in due course; but to 
avoid enctfb raging too much over- 
heated speculation, it is well to re- 
member that the naked body in 
question belonged to none other 
tl/an Brando’s nanny. 



| s. Sons and Daughters of 
Tliird Reich Leaders Find 
Voice in New Book 

When author Gerald Posner ap- 
proach cd Random House executive 
editor Bob Loomis with the idea of 
■‘interviewing the grown children of 
the most powerful Nazi lenders, 
Loomis thought it was a splendid 
but im|K>ssible idea: "First of all, no 
one had ever been able to find them. 



And if these children hadn’t yet 
talked, why would they now?" 

Two years later, after six extend- 
ed trips to Gcrmnny and untold 
hours of labor and luck, Posner 
turned in Hitler '* Children : .Sons 
and Daughter* of Leader*. of the 
third Heidi Talk /\hnut Their Fa- 
then* and ThcmxetvfM ($21), to be 
published on May 1U with a 20,000- 
copy first printing. 

Random had been committed but 
cautious. "We made nn arrangement 
that allowed us to see if Gernld could 
possibly carry it off— and he did," 
Loomis says. "The people he got to 
are amazing. And, for the first time, 
they speak under their fathers' real 
names." 

Goring. Hess. Mengele. Donitz. 
What is it like to be the children of 
men whose names evoke the dark- 
est crimes of humankind? For pub- 
licist Kent Holland, Hitler* Chil- 
dren asks a different question: 
"What arc Germans whose fathers 
were the architects of Nazism do- 
ing todav with this horrible lega- 
cy?" 

Posner's journey to this subject 
was atypical. He’s half-Jcwish, half- 
Cnthofic, and attended Catholic 
schools ns a child. There were no per- 
sonal reasons for what he calls his 
"obsession." No one in his family 
was killed in the Holocaust, nor was 
anyone a survivor of the camps. But 
ns a young lawyer, he was ap- 
proached by a friend to take on the 
case of a survivor of Mcngele’s medi- 
cal experiments who wanted to sue 
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the Mengele family and the German 
government. 

"The lawsuit went nowhere," 
Posner recalls. "We couldn't prove 
that the Mengele family had links to 
the fugitive, and we couldn’t sue a 
foreign government in a U.S. court. 
But Argentina let me into their Fed- 
eral Police Archives, and I had ac- 
cess to Paraguay's Interpol file. I 
got hooked." ' 

The result was Mengele: 7Vic Com- 
plete Story (Dell), publishcdlin 1985 
and critically acclaimed as tlic defin- 
itive biography of the "Angel of 
Death." Posner gave 207r of the 
book’s American proceeds to Mark 
Berkowitz, the survivor who had in- 
spired his exploration. 

The idea fqr Hitter'* Children be- 
gan to germinntc in 1985, when the 
then 30-ycar-old Posner wns invited, 
along with four internationally rec- 
ognized historians, to validate for 
the German magazine II ante the 
5000 pages of diaries and letters that 
Mengelc's son, Rolf, had finally de- 
cided to make public after his fa- 
ther’s death wns conclusively prov- 
on. 

It wns Posner’s first encounter 
with the child of a Nazi murderer. 
As he writes in the introduction to 
Hitler* Children. "The conversa- 
tions that June (with Rolf MengcieJ 
sparked my curiosity about whether 
other children of prominent Nazis 
felt the same ns Mengelc's son"— a 
complex range of emotions from con- 
demnation to family loyalty. 

Many of Posner's 10 subjects have 
lived all their lives in a state of deni- 
al to one degree or nnother, a state 
captured by Edda Goring's com- 
ment: "I actually expect that almost 
everybody has a fnvornble opinion of 
my father, except may Ik* in Ameri- 
ca." Some of the children had no op- 
portunity to confront their Nazi fa- 
thers, who died ns war criminals 
condemned by the Allies. Others 
chose silence even in the face of sure 
knowledge. But n few faced the 
truth about their unsought legacies. 

One of the most moving stories is 
that of Dagmar Drexel, the only 
child in the book who knew nothing 
of her father’s Nazi pnst until adult- 
hood. Her father. Max Drexel. who 
served in an exemplary manner in 
the murderous Einsatzgruppcn D— 
charged with the massive liquida- 
tion of Jews and other civilians on 
the Eastern Front — is still alive; 
daughter and father are now com- 
pletely estranged. 

But Posner says, "The most star- 
tling incident happened when I was 
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